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I. The Bibliothèque 
Humaniste
1. Universal values
EUROPEAN VALUES
The Treaty of Lisbon, signed in 2007, contains clear references to Europe’s 
humanist heritage  : respect for fundamental, inalienable human rights, liberty, 
democracy, equality and the rule of law.

The Bibliothèque Humaniste has always had a cross-border dimension, as an 
emblem of the culture and identity of the Upper Rhine region. Like Erasmus, 
and like Beatus Rhenanus, a citizen of the Holy Roman Empire who studied in 
Paris in the 16th century, the Bibliothèque Humaniste is a symbol of the eternal 
cultural dialogue between France and Germany.

HUMANIST VALUES
The humanism embodied by Sélestat’s library is a school of thought which has 
weathered the ages and is still thoroughly relevant today. The values cherished 
by pioneering humanists such as Erasmus and Beatus Rhenanus are universal 
values which put humanity front and centre  : humanity enriched by learning, 
liberty, responsibility and solidarity.

2. The history
As early as the 14th century, a new spirit of intellectual rebirth began to sweep 
across Europe. Located half-way between the major intellectual centres of Italy 
and the Netherlands, Sélestat played a key role in the dissemination of new 
ideas. The Latin School of Sélestat was one of the most highly-regarded in the 
Holy Roman Empire.

At the forefront of educational innovation, the school educated hundreds of 
pupils in the new philosophy. For almost a century, from 1440 to 1526, Sélestat 
was at the heart of Europe’s overlapping networks of intellectual exchange.

Many centuries later, Sélestat is still home to a unique, living icon of this fasci-
nating period  : the Bibliothèque Humaniste. The library’s collections now 
house the works which formerly constituted the parish library as well as the 
personal library of Beatus Rhenanus, enriched by acquisitions and donations of 
historic books over the subsequent centuries.

PARISH LIBRARY
The Parish Library was founded in 1452 thanks to the donation made by 
Johannes von Westhuss, rector of the Sélestat parish church. 

This act of generosity inspired a series of donations of books, many of them 
from alumni of Sélestat’s Latin School
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The parish library thus contained liturgical works as well as 
books studied in the Latin School. Housed in the church of St. 
George, the books were chained to their shelves in order to 
deter would-be thieves.

Although no catalogue of the parish library in this period 
has come down to us, a study published in 2002 identified 
160 volumes belonging to this collection, with a mixture of 
manuscripts and printed works reflecting the advent of prin-
ting technology. Very few parish libraries from this era have 
been so well preserved.

THE LIBRARY OF BEATUS RHENANUS 
A Sélestat native and graduate of the Latin School, Beatus 
Rhenanus bequeathed his library to his home town upon 
his death in July 1547. The collection comprised some 
423 volumes, containing 1,287 works and 41 manuscripts 
compiled in various collections, along with 33 historic manus-
cripts and 255 handwritten letters. 

The collection also includes unfinished projects, school books 
and lecture notes. Together these documents offer a precious 
insight into the workings of a humanist education.

This remarkable collection is testament to Beatus Rhenanus’ 
unquenchable thirst for knowledge, his work as proof-reader 
and editor for some of Europe’s leading printers, and his 
friendships with the leading thinkers of the age, including 
Erasmus of Rotterdam. The diverse array of languages present 
– not to mention the range of themes, authors, periods and 
places of publication – bears witness to the spirit of universa-
lity which epitomised Renaissance humanism.

First housed in the municipal chancellery alongside the 
town archives, and later transferred to the customs house, 
in September 1757 the library of Beatus Rhenanus was finally 
merged with the parish library in the Church of Saint George.

ENRICHMENT AND RECOGNITION 
In 1840, the collections of the parish library and the Beatus 
Rhenanus bequest were housed on the second floor of 
Sélestat town hall, converted into a public reading room.

In May 1889, the whole collection was transferred to the old 
corn exchange. It was in this period that the Bibliothèque 
Humaniste first came to be seen as a tourist attraction, a new 
status reflected in tourist guides of the late 19th century. In 
1958, the renovation of the main hall with new windows made 
it possible to put some of the most remarkable artefacts from 
the library’s collections on public display. With the founda-
tion of the inter-municipal multimedia library in 1997, the 
Bibliothèque Humaniste was free to concentrate exclusively 
on its work to preserve and promote its historic collections. 

The collections continued to grow throughout the 19th and 
20th centuries, thanks to successive purchases and donations. 

The library is now home to 460 manuscripts (ancient and 
modern), 550 incunabula (books printed in Europe before 1st 
January 1501) and almost 2,500 printed works from the 16th 
century. 

In 2011 the library of Beatus Rhenanus was added to the 
UNESCO Memory of the World register in recognition of the 
universality, originality and quality of this historic collection.

REORGANISATION OF THE 
BIBLIOTHÈQUE HUMANISTE
In 2014, the Bibliothèque Humaniste embarked upon a vast 
programme of renovation and reorganisation, scheduled to 
last for 4 years. 

The Bibliothèque Humaniste will re-open to the public on 
23 June 2018, in splendid new facilities which will allow the 
librarians to continue to protect and promote its priceless 
collections in the best possible conditions.

3. UNESCO status
In 2011 the library of Beatus Rhenanus was added to the 
UNESCO Memory of the World register, in recognition of the 
universality, originality and inestimable value of this historic 
collection.

As a member of the list, Sélestat takes its place in this network 
symbolising universal memory and including the oldest and 
most prestigious collections of our documentary heritage, 
including the American Declaration of Independence, the 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Bayeux Tapestry. 

« There is no doubt as 
to the authenticity, the 
exceptional quality and the 
unique, irreplaceable nature 
of this collection » 

UNESCO – Memory of the World committee
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II. A new setting 
1. A broader plan for the town
The work to restructure the Bibliothèque Humaniste is part of a wide-ranging 
urban project for Sélestat, launched under the banner Ma ville en devenir and 
focusing primarily on renovating the historic town centre.

The aim of this project is to celebrate the town’s heritage, both architectural 
and literary, as the basis of Sélestat’s reputation and attractiveness.

The awarding of City of Art and History status in 2016 came as recognition of 
Sélestat’s commitment to preserving its architectural riches, and to promoting 
and exploring the town’s heritage in all its diversity.
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2. The architectural 
project
The renovation of the Bibliothèque Humaniste is a key project 
for Sélestat. The attractive, contemporary architectural iden-
tity of the restructured library is the work of Rudy Ricciotti, 
an internationally-renowned architect perhaps best known 
for the Museum of European and Mediterranean Civilisations 
(MUCEM) in Marseille.

This renovation has doubled the total floorspace of the Biblio-
thèque Humaniste, thanks to the addition of a new extension 
and the restructuring of the underground levels.

An architectural vision 
« combining tradition and 
modernity » 

Rudy Ricciotti

A MODERN EXTENSION  
The restructuring work has preserved the Neo-Romanesque 
architectural identity of the former grain market.

The L-shaped extension houses the new Erasmus Salon, along 
with various administrative facilities. On the east and south 
façades, a series of pink Vosges sandstone columns lend the 
extension its own visual identity, using light and transparency 
to striking effect. Installing these columns was a serious tech-
nical challenge  : the multi-sided pillars were formed around 
a central structure composed of metal and concrete. The 20 
pieces which make up each column, each one unique, were 
then threaded into position like pearls on a necklace.

REINFORCING THE BUILDING
The building’s structural framework dates back to 1840 
and has been totally reinforced with the addition of a metal 
exoskeleton. This impressive technical feat has enabled the 
architects to strengthen the building’s outer shell whilst also 
ensuring that it is equipped to resist seismic activity.

The grain hall’s three-dimensional framework endows the 
building with its full dimension. Forming four bays of equal 
size, the structure is comprised of steel tubes with an approxi-
mate diameter of 100mm, weighing in at a total of 15 tonnes. 

This metal frame, painted matte black, plays an impor-
tant aesthetic and structural role in the building’s identity, 
guaranteeing the library’s stability and ensuring that it meets 
the applicable seismic safety standards. Its design evokes the 
vaulting that is the hallmark of the Romanesque style that 
also inspired the builders of the original grain hall in 1840.

The architect set out to honour this tradition, leaving the exis-
ting white posts and beams visible to complement the new 
metal framework, and endowing the permanent exhibition 
space with impressively high ceilings.

REFURBISHING THE INTERIORS 
The building’s interiors have been totally restructured, crea-
ting generously-proportioned spaces which make use of the 
building’s monumental dimensions. The installation of a vast 
opening connecting the entrance foyer to the main hall casts 
new light on the original structure.

The new layout serves to make the facilities more flexible, 
while also guaranteeing the security of the library’s collec-
tions. The result is a more comfortable and enjoyable expe-
rience for all visitors to the Bibliothèque Humaniste.
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III. The permanent 
exhibition 
1. Exhibition design
The task of reconfiguring the permanent exhibition space was entrusted to 
design agency A Kiko.

« Bringing the books to life »
VISION AND TRANSPARENCY
The interior design respects the open spirit of the library. Internal partitions have 
been removed to create an open space where the historic collections take pride 
of place, housed in a protected space presented like a transparent display case.

This is the climax of the visitor experience, the priceless treasure which the Biblio-
thèque Humaniste has the honour of protecting  : the personal library of Beatus 
Rhenanus, listed on the UNESCO Memory of the World register, expanded with 
the addition of other precious volumes from the Sélestat parish library.

AN OPEN EXHIBITION SPACE
The low height of the display cases and furniture has been carefully gauged to 
ensure that visitors always have a clear view of the whole room.

While there is a suggested order in which the exhibits should be read, visitors 
are nonetheless free to wander around the room as they see fit and connect 
with the artefacts in their own time.

Visitors are invited to engage with the library and its history through a variety 
of different media  : texts, display cases, interactive features etc. The idea is to 
give visitors the freedom to decide how best to approach and appropriate the 
historical content, based on their age, interests and prior knowledge.

UNDERSTATED MATERIALS AND AN 
ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO MEDITATION
The simplicity and sobriety of the materials offer a neat contrast with the 
cutting-edge technology which forms an integral part of the exhibition, a 
discretion which ensures that the emphasis remains firmly on the historical and 
educational content.

The result is an atmosphere of calm contemplation in the central section of the 
hall, in keeping with the symbolic values of these literary and historical trea-
sures, and providing a context conducive to the appreciation of the beauty and 
knowledge enshrined in these illustrious artefacts. 

And because these precious works are still a living fount of knowledge, the 
reading room – open to all – is located in the corner of the hall, a visible and 
calmly industrious presence.
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LINKS TO THE PAST
The exhibition design has been developed with constant 
reference to the history of the Bibliothèque Humaniste. The 
furniture was inspired by the traditions of the scriptorium, the 
workshop in which monks would copy out manuscripts before 
the advent of the printing press.

2. The visitor experience
Following in the footsteps of illustrious humanist Beatus 
Rhenanus, the visitor experience provides an introduction to 
the unique collections of Sélestat’s Bibliothèque Humaniste. 
The permanent exhibition is divided into six spaces. All of the 
information panels and multimedia installations are available 
in French, English and German.

BEATUS RHENANUS, 
A 16TH-CENTURY HUMANIST
The central section of the permanent exhibition focuses 
on the intellectual career of Beatus Rhenanus, a Sélestat 
native, prominent humanist and friend of Erasmus, who left 
his extraordinary personal library to his home town upon his 
death in 1547. Taken together, these 670 works form one of 
the richest Renaissance collections to have survived intact.

Here you can discover books and objects retracing the life of 
this famous humanist, for example his old school book from 
his time at the Latin School.

SPECIAL RESERVES
The Special Reserve section of the Bibliothèque Humaniste, 
containing some 154 medieval manuscripts and 1611 printed 
works from the 15th and 16th centuries, is best explored book 
by book, theme by theme. This striking glass cube houses the 
most precious items from the library’s collections.

Thanks to a new digital system, you can delve deep into this trea-
sure and flick freely through books that have now been digitised.

SÉLESTAT, A RENAISSANCE CITY
The city of Sélestat enjoyed a golden age during the Renais-
sance, a prosperity made possible by the town’s medieval heri-
tage. The town’s wealth is reflected in the array of archaeolo-
gical treasures on show here, and represented in the various 
maps and interactive models.

This room also contains archaeological artefacts discovered 
during excavations at the Bibliothèque Humaniste.

NEW WORLDS TO EXPLORE
The Renaissance was a time of rapidly-expanding knowledge, 
marked by the discovery of new, hitherto unexplored worlds. 
The seismic impact of these discoveries, made possible by scien-
tific advances, is reflected in the Introduction to Cosmography, 
which includes the first recorded use of the name ‘America’.

This space also houses artefacts on loan from the Paris Obser-
vatory, including several 16th-century sun dials.
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THE REFORMATION
The Church and the Catholic religion were part of the very 
fabric of European civilisation, a powerful source of social 
cohesion. In the 1520s, however, the ideas pioneered by 
Luther began to spread as humanists started to re-examine 
their relationship with God.

Discover a selection of religious artefacts, including a 
16th-century altar panel and colourful wooden sculptures 
from the same period.

FROM MANUSCRIPTS 
TO THE PRINTED PAGE
In 15th-century Europe, the invention of printing was a 
major historical milestone which made it possible to spread 
and share ideas on a scale never before seen. Printed books 
soon replaced manuscripts, handwritten books produced 
throughout the medieval period by copyists. 

This section includes a digital animation explaining the tech-
niques of movable type and the printing press.

3. Multimedia devices
Visitors are invited to discover the Bibliothèque Humaniste’s 
most precious volumes in various guises. In addition to the 
familiar information panels, a dozen multimedia installa-
tions offer innovative and entertaining ways to dig deeper 
into the library’s history.

A vast digital table enables visitors to virtually leaf through 
some of the most precious books in the collections. In order 
to get right to the heart of these historic tomes, points of 
interest highlighted on the pages can be opened up to reveal 
further information. Thanks to the zoom function, this 
digital interface allows viewers to appreciate the minuscule 
details of certain illuminated panels.

The purpose of these tools is to allow visitors to get up close 
and personal with the books, and that also involves the 
innovative use of audio content. For example, one installa-
tion features recorded readings of extracts from Sebastian 
Münster’s Universal Cosmography. These texts offer an 
intriguing insight into the medieval worldview, from the 
pyramids of Egypt to the whales off the coast of Norway, 
taking in fantastic creatures such as unicorns and dragons 
along the way.

The exhibition also includes various interactive features, 
including a challenge issued to all visitors to the Biblio-
thèque Humaniste  : to participate in the creation of a new 
copy of the Book of Miracles of Sainte Foy. Attested in 
Sélestat since the 12th century, this medieval manuscript was 
formerly housed in the library of the Benedictine priory of 
Sainte-Foy. Day by day, word by word, visitors are invited to 
use an innovative computerised calligraphy tool and contri-
bute to the creation of this 21st-century digital copy.
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IV. The collections
1. The different collections
The collections of the Bibliothèque Humaniste fall into two broad categories  : 
the documentary collections, and the other artefacts collection. 

DOCUMENTARY COLLECTIONS
These collections contain over 70,000 documents.

T H E  S P E C I A L  R E S E R V E S

This collection was constituted primarily via donations and bequests. It contains 
manuscripts, incunabula and printed works dating from the 7th through to the 
20th centuries.

Contents of this collection   :

 ¶ The parish library

 ¶ The library of Beatus Rhenanus 

 ¶ The alsatiques  : a substantial collection of works relating to 
regional and local history and culture. Comprising works both 
ancient and modern, this collection is regularly expanded with 
new editions of Alsatian periodicals and other acquisitions.

 ¶ The musical collection : the musical collection was established in 1930 
thanks to a donation from Father Martin Vogeleis. It includes manuscript 
scores of works by Alsatian composers, and is regularly expanded thanks 
to donations from fellow musicians and composers from the region. 

 ¶ Other collections : a diverse collection of prints, 
engravings, postcards and photographs.

T H E  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T I O N

Originally intended to be encyclopaedic in nature, this collection partly reflects 
the public service role fulfilled by the Bibliothèque Humaniste until 1997. 
Nowadays, the Bibliothèque Humaniste is no longer required to cover all fields 
of learning.

OTHER ARTEFACTS
Throughout its long history, the Bibliothèque Humaniste has received dona-
tions and bequests in various forms :

 ¶ Archaeological and lapidary (stone) collections

 ¶ Collection of paintings from the 16th to 21st centuries

 ¶ Collection of sculptures from the 15th to 19th centuries

 ¶ Collection of 18th-century ceramics

 ¶ Furniture

 ¶ Coins

 ¶ Stained Glass

 ¶ Layout
Missale argentinense 

15th century
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CONSERVATION
All of the building’s various spaces are equipped with an 
atmospheric control system, from the storage facilities 
(reserve stacks, quarantine rooms, reading rooms) to display 
galleries (permanent and special exhibitions).

The temperature is maintained between 18 and 20°C, while 
relative humidity never exceeds 55%. These levels are 
constantly monitored, in order to avoid fluctuations which 
could damage the books or artworks.

These optimal storage conditions also allow to loan works to 
major institutions for special exhibitions.
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2. The highlights
The Bibliothèque Humaniste is home to 154 medieval manus-
cripts and 1,611 early printed works from the 15th and 16th 
centuries. Learn more about some of these rare treasures.

M E R O V I N G I N A N  L E C T I O N A R Y, 
7 T H C E N T U R Y

This manuscript is the oldest surviving book in Alsace. It was 
hand crafted in Northern Italy. 

The Merovingian Lectionary begins with a liturgical anthology 
containing texts to be read during religious ceremonies. The 
second section of the manuscript is a Universal Chronicle, an 
account of the history of the world in chronological order. The 
original text is attributed to Saint Jerome.

T H E  B O O K  O F  M I R A C L E S  O F  S A I N T E  F OY, 
1 1 T H –  1 4 T H C E N T U R I E S

The Book of miracles of Sainte Foy is a religious manuscript, 
illustrated with around a hundred illuminations featuring 
plant motifs, human figures and fantastic beasts. Among 
other material this volume contains the most complete survi-
ving collection of the miracles of Sainte Foy, along with the 
legend of the foundation of the Benedictine priory in Sélestat. 

This is one of the museum’s finest manuscripts.

H O LY  B I B L E ,  K N O W N  A S  T H E 
S O R B O N N E  B I B L E ,  1 3 T H C E N T U R Y 

This Holy Bible was presented to the parish of Sélestat in 
January 1573.

This volume contains the Vulgate text, a Latin translation of 
the Bible completed in the late 4th century. It features nume-
rous illuminated panels. Some of them are adorned with gold 
and a blue pigment derived from the semi-precious stone 
lapis lazuli The layout and style of the manuscript are typical 
of Parisian bibles of this period. According to a handwritten 
note in the back of the tome, it was purchased in Constanti-
nople.  

Since 1694 this precious volume has been protected by an oak 
case designed to mimic the appearance of a book binding.

S C H O O L  B O O K  O F  B E AT U S  R H E N A N U S , 
1 4 9 8 - 1 4 9 9 

Written over five centuries ago, this Renaissance-era school 
notebook is a very rare historical document. 

Beatus was around thirteen years old when he wrote out these 
lines, taking dictation from schoolmaster Crato Hofmann. 
Hofmann taught at the Sélestat Latin School from 1477 to 
1501, taking up the mantle of Ludwig Dringenberg, who intro-
duced a number of innovative teaching methods. 

This work book bears the traces of these innovations, but 
also reflects the educational priorities of Crato Hofmann : 
combining moral and religious education with close study of 
Latin texts from ancient and contemporary authors. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  C O S M O G R A P H Y, 
2 5  A P R I L  1 5 0 7 

This geographical work was associated with the updated 
edition of Ptolemy’s Cosmographia, an ancient text redisco-
vered in the 15th century.

Establishing this new critical edition was a daunting task, 
and authors Matthias Ringmann and Martin Waldseemüller 
decided to begin by publishing an introduction to Ptole-
my’s work which would serve to whet the appetites of future 
readers.

This text is often considered to be America’s birth certificate, 
as it is the first work to refer to the recently-discovered conti-
nent by the name of explorer Amerigo Vespucci. An account 
of his four voyages of exploration is included in this volume.

Only a handful of copies of this first edition have survived. 
It was this seminal text which helped to establish “America” 
as the generally-accepted name for the New World among 
16th-century geographers.

I N  P R A I S E  O F  F O L LY  BY  E R A S M U S ,  1 5 2 2

One of the most celebrated works by emblematic Dutch 
humanist philosopher Erasmus of Rotterdam, In Praise of 
Folly is a work of social, moral and political criticism denoun-
cing abuses committed by the clergy, as well as the excesses 
of mankind in general.

Written in July 1509, upon Erasmus’ return from a trip to Italy, 
it was first printed in Paris in 1511. This edition proved to be a 
great success, much to the surprise of its author and in spite 
of the virulent criticism it received from the very theologians 
whom Erasmus lampoons in the text. 

The original Greek title, Moriae Encomium, was a chance for 
Erasmus to make a punning reference to his friend Thomas 
More, to whom the book is dedicated.

N AV I C U L A  S I V E  S P E C U L U M  F AT U O R U M 
BY  J O H A N N  G E I L E R  V O N  K A I S E R S B E R G

The sermons written by Johann Geiler on the subject of Lent 
– the period of abstinence observed in the forty days before 
Easter – are here gathered together in an edition compiled by 
his secretary Jakob Other in 1510. 

The text denounces contemporary moral failings, and takes 
inspiration (while also borrowing its title) from the Ship of 
Fools, a famous work by Geiler’s friend Sebastian Brant. 

Geiler’s sermons are illustrated with 113 woodcuts, also used 
in the original edition of Brant’s Ship of Fools. 

Geiler was a hugely popular preacher at Strasbourg Cathe-
dral from 1478 until his death in 1510. Preaching his sermons 
in German, Geiler aimed to steer Christians back to the path 
of righteousness which leads to Salvation. This collection, 
published shortly after Geiler’s death, also contains the first 
biography of the preacher, written by none other than Beatus 
Rhenanus.

L I B E R  C H R O N I C A R U M  O R 
T H E  N U R E M B E R G  C H R O N I C L E , 
H A R T M A N N  S C H E D E L ,  1 2  J U LY  1 4 9 3

Throughout the Middle Ages, chronicles were a prime source 
of historical, religious and worldly knowledge designed to 
help readers make sense of the world. With the advent of 
the printing press and woodcut images, it suddenly became 
possible to print large numbers of copies complete with illus-
trations. The Liber Chronicarum is a fine example of this tradi-
tion, containing some 1800 woodcut engravings. The success 
of this work owed much to its numerous panoramic illustra-
tions, including views of cities such as Strasbourg.

H E R B A R U M  V I VA E  E I C O N E S  A D  N AT U R A E 
I M I TAT I O N E M …  O T T O  B R U N F E L S ,  1 5 3 0

This work bears witness to the emergence of botany as a 
genuine scientific discipline, based on rigorous observation. 
The illustrations contained in this herbarium are considered 
to be masterpieces of early-Renaissance botanical art. They 
represent whole plants in proportional diagrams, sketched 
with rare precision. Drawn from observation, defects and all, 
238 marvellous woodcuts are compiled in this historic tome.

G L O S S A  O R D I N A R I A  P S A LT E R I I , 
C O N R A D  B R A M PA C H ,  1 5 T H C E N T U R Y

This work was one of thirty or so volumes donated to the 
Sélestat parish library by local clergyman Johannes von 
Westhuss. This imposing manuscript weighs in at 10kg. The 
trout skin binding is protected by metal clasps and sculpted 
ironwork featuring fantastic beasts. The upper section is 
fitted with a chain, so the book could be attached to a reading 
desk in order to thwart potential thieves.

In
tro

du
ct

ion
 to

 C
os

m
og

ra
ph

y



16 — Press pack

3. Our restoration policy
In preparation for the reopening of the Bibliothèque 
Humaniste, the city of Sélestat has launched a multi-annual 
programme of restoration work focusing on some of the 
library’s most precious volumes.

Some of these operations have been funded with help from the 
Friends of the Bibliothèque Humaniste, but the town council 
has also provided financial support for a series of restoration 
procedures in recent years. The task of digitizing the library’s 
collections, launched in 2009, has also enabled the librarians 
to identify weaknesses in certain bindings.

In 2011, 4 manuscripts and 27 printed volumes from the 15th 
and 16th centuries were entrusted to the care of a restoration 
expert. In 2011, a 16th-century edition of Adam Lonicerus’ 
Kraeuterbuch benefited from the expertise of a final-year 
conservation student at Paris’ prestigious Ecole de Condé, 
whose work on this tome formed the basis of her degree 
thesis. In 2014, 7 more printed volumes from the 15th and 16th 
centuries underwent restoration work.

The design of the Bibliothèque Humaniste’s new visitor expe-
rience was tailored to the content of the library’s collections, 
demanding a rigorous selection of our most precious and 
intriguing artefacts. The museum’s curators ultimately chose 
188 documents, including 29 manuscripts dating from the 7th 
through to the 16th centuries, 139 printed volumes from the 
15th and 16th centuries, and 20 original handwritten letters 
from the correspondence of local scholar Beatus Rhenanus 
(1485-1547).

In Autumn 2016, all of these documents were entrusted to the 
care of restoration experts specialising in preventive conser-
vation, who conducted a thorough audit of their condition.

This process led to the creation of a new list of restoration prio-
rities, along with a set of recommendations for protecting those 
works selected for display in the new permanent exhibition.

This diagnostic process has allowed the library to establish a clear 
list of priorities, drawing up a multi-annual restoration strategy.

In 2018, 2 manuscripts and printed volumes from the 15th 
and 16th centuries have been restored. These operations will 
continue over the coming years.

This programme of restoration works contributes to the 
protection of Sélestat’s literary heritage, passed down from 
generation to generation for nearly five centuries, while also 
satisfying the conditions of our UNESCO heritage status.

Artworks and other artefacts also receive the utmost care and 
attention. Several preliminary diagnoses in preparation for 
restoration work were undertaken in 2016 and 2017, focusing 
on painted works, sculptures, polychrome wooden objects 
and archaeological artefacts.

So far in 2018, 15 artefacts have undergone thorough restora-
tion. This programme of restoration work will also continue 
over the coming years, in parallel with our ongoing endeavours 
to protect and restore the library’s documentary collections.

Some of the library’s most remarkable volumes are listed 
Historic Monuments. The national government, via the DRAC 
Grand-Est agency, is thus an active technical and financial 
partner in the most complex restoration operations.
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4. Keeping the 
collections accessible
THE READING ROOM
As part of our commitment to supporting academic research, 
the Bibliothèque Humaniste offers support and assistance to 
researchers.

All items in the library’s collections are available for consulta-
tion in the public reading room. Visitors are simply required to 
sign in upon arrival and abide by the library rules. 

This space also contains a range of tools and resources for 
readers (detailed inventories, specialist dictionaries etc.), 
along with works relating to humanism, history of the book, 
the Renaissance and various subjects of local interest. A 
computer work station provides access to the library’s cata-
logue and digital resources.

A librarian is always present in the room to assist readers 
when consulting the books.

The reading room has a total of 10 desks, and is open to all 
visitors on Tuesday and Thursday mornings throughout the 
year, except in January (annual holidays). On other days, the 
reading room is open subject to reservation. 

To make a reservation, please contact us at  : 

contact@bibliotheque-humaniste.fr or (+33)3 88 58 07 20.

THE DIGITAL BIBLIOTHÈQUE 
HUMANISTE

T H E  D I G I TA L  L I B R A R Y

In 2009, the Bibliothèque Humaniste set about digitizing 
some of the most precious items in the collections.

At time of writing, 536 volumes (156 manuscripts and 380 
printed tomes) containing 1,253 works, plus the full corres-
pondence of Beatus Rhenanus (265 letters) have been digi-
tized, a total of nearly 250,000 pages.

T H E  O N L I N E  C ATA L O G U E

The digital catalogue allows users to search the collections 
of the Bibliothèque Humaniste remotely, while also providing 
information regarding the works available for consultation in 
the reading room. 

Please visit  :

http ://bhnumerique.ville-selestat.fr/client/fr_fr/bh/
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V. Life at the 
Bibliothèque 
Humaniste
1. Opening week-end
23 – 24 June 2018 
10 :00 – 12 :30 / 13 :30 – 18 :00

Free entrance (limited capacity) 

P R O G R A M M E

Over the course of these two days, the library will be open free of charge for 
individual visits and guided tours. There will be various events and attractions 
to enjoy throughout the weekend : calligraphy and printmaking workshops, 
lectures, screenings, concerts etc.

And don’t miss the dramatic reading of Howard Barker’s What Changes and 
What Remains by the Théâtre du Vieux Rempart, Sunday 24 June at 5 :30pm in 
the auditorium.

2. Special exhibitions
RÉMINISCENCES 
Dominique Pichard

23 June – 9 September 2018

The vast programme of renovations to the Bibliothèque Humaniste (2014-
2018) has made it better equipped to welcome visitors, and conserve its 
collections in the best possible conditions.

In order to preserve the memory of the Bibliothèque Humaniste as it used 
to be, as well as the extensive renovation work, the city of Sélestat commis-
sioned a special series from photographer Dominique Pichard, aka P-MOD. 
He embarked upon a 6-year residency designed to examine and immorta-
lise this ambitious project.

With two decades of experience in the photography industry, Dominique 
Pichard fled the comforts of the lab to become an independent artist in 
2007. Immersing himself in alternative circles, he soon began publishing 
photos in international tattoo magazines, travelling the world to visit diffe-
rent tattoo conventions and hone his portraiture technique. Since 2013 he 
has been experimenting with different media to introduce new sensations 
and rhythms to his work : video, music videos, photojournalism, social 
workshops etc. In March 2015 he set up shop with the M33 collective, a 
collaborative studio based in Strasbourg. 
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Reminiscences is an exhibition focusing on the three 
interweaving strands which have defined Dominique 
Pichard’s work during this residency :

S I T E  P R O G R E S S

These photographs were part of the original commission : 
to keep a record of the different phases of the renovation 
project. This archival approach is here enriched by the 
artist’s idiosyncratic vision. 

T R E A S U R E S

This documentary project focuses on some of the magnifi-
cent details of the priceless historical collections housed at 
the Bibliothèque Humaniste.

À  C O R P S  É C R I T S  ( W R I T T E N  B O D I E S )

Throughout the year 2014, Dominique Pichard shot a series 
of black-and-white straight-to-film portraits at the Biblio-
thèque Humaniste. The idea was to create one-off encoun-
ters between the museum’s precious collections and a 
succession of models, tattooed with texts drawn from classic 
and contemporary literature.

WHAT IS THAT THING ?
15 September – 31 December 2018

With over 70,000 books and other documents, the breadth 
and depth of the Bibliothèque Humaniste’s collections are 
astonishing. The addition of the Beatus Rhenanus Library to 
the UNESCO Memory of the World Register bears witness 
to the universal significance of the collections preserved in 
Sélestat.

But did you know that, over the centuries, the library has 
received a succession of donations, bequests and transfers 
which offer a unique insight into the history of the town and 
central Alsace ? These additions have included paintings, 
decorative objects, items of furniture and even textiles, 
forming a diverse collection of almost 2,000 artefacts.

This exhibition showcases the variety of the collections held 
at the Bibliothèque Humaniste. It includes some remarkable 
works of vernacular art, as well as some improbable items 
whose origin and function remain completely unfathomable !

©
 P

 M
od



22 — Press pack

VI. Funding and 
partnerships
1. Institutional partners and 
private donors
The total cost of renovating the Bibliothèque Humaniste was €14.39 million, 
with a total of €1.581 million coming from the national government, €1.5 
million from the Grand Est region and €1.5 million from the Bas-Rhin dépar-
tement.

49% of the project budget, a total of €7.08 million, was funded by the city 
of Sélestat.

A campaign is currently underway to invite private donors to contribute to the 
project. A number of high profile businesses have already made contributions, 
including AG2R la Mondiale, E. Leclerc Sélestat, Dreyfus-Sommereisen, Vogel 
TP and Europa Park.

2. Stakeholders and partners 
K E Y  P R O TA G O N I S T S

The architectural design of the new Bibliothèque Humaniste was created by 
Rudy Ricciotti, the exhibition design was entrusted to Cabinet Akiko and the 
construction work was performed by Demathieu Bard as the representative of 
the design and construction consortium. 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  B I B L I O T H È Q U E  H U M A N I S T E

Since 1951, the Bibliothèque Humaniste has benefited from the generous 
support of the Friends of the Sélestat Bibliothèque Humaniste.  

F O N D AT I O N  D U  PAT R I M O I N E

Fondation du Patrimoine (Heritage Foundation) is a national charitable orga-
nisation which handles fund-raising operations and transfers the sums raised 
to the city of Sélestat. 

L O A N S

 ¶ Observatoire de Paris : various instruments for measuring time and space

 ¶ City of Obernai : altar piece from the Saint-Ehrard hospice

 ¶ Archéologie Alsace : artefacts unearthed during 
the preventive archaeological excavations.
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VII. Practical 
informations
1. Opening Hours & Prices
OPENING HOURS
May - September / December :  
Tuesday to Sunday, 10 :00 - 12 :30 / 13 :30 - 18 :00

February - April / October – November :  
Tuesday to Sunday, 13 :30 - 17 :30

Final admission 30 minutes before closing time.

Annual holidays : Mondays and 1st – 31 January, 1st May, 25 – 26 December

PRICES
 ¶ Adult : €6

 ¶ Children (ages 0-6) : Free 

 ¶ Children (ages 7-18) : €4

 ¶ Concessions : €4

 ¶ Groups (15+ pers.) : €4

 ¶ Family ticket (2 adults + 2 children aged 7-18) : €16

 ¶ Season ticket (individual pass entitling the holder 
to unlimited entrance to the permanent and special 
exhibitions, plus invitations to special events) : €16

2. Guided Tours
DAILY GUIDED TOURS
We organise 60-minute guided tours every day from Tuesday to Sunday, 
designed to help visitors discover the museum.

O P E N I N G  H O U R S 

May - September / December 
Tuesday to Sunday : 11 :00 / 15 :00

February - April / October – November 
Tuesday to Sunday : 15 :00

P R I C E S

Entrance price + €2
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GUIDED TOURS FOR GROUPS
Guided tours for groups are available subject to advance 
booking, with a maximum group size of 25. Tours last for 
90 minutes. 

P R I C E S

Fewer than 15 visitors : museum entry price plus €85 (for the 
group)

More than 15 visitors : group rate entry (€4/person) plus €85 
(for the group) 

3. Acces & accessibility
GETTING HERE

BY  C A R

 ¶ From the north : A35 from Strasbourg, 50km heading 
towards Colmar. Junction 16 (Sélestat Centre - ZI Nord)

 ¶ From the south : A35 from Mulhouse to Colmar, then 
follow RN83 for 22km. Junction 18 - Sélestat Centre

 ¶ From the west : RN59 from Sainte-
Marie-aux-Mines, 22 km

 ¶ From the east : D424 from Marckolsheim/Le Rhin, 14 km

The Bibliothèque Humaniste is in the centre of Sélestat, just 
next to the Church of St George.

PA R K I N G

A car park is available next to the Office de Tourisme, 10 Boule-
vard du Général Leclerc. The museum is a 2 minute walk away.

This car park has coach berths.

BY  T R A I N

There are regular rail links to Sélestat (the Strasbourg-Sé-
lestat-Colmar-Mulhouse line). Sélestat also has one high-
speed train each day. The station is a ten-minute walk from 
the museum and the town centre.

ACCESSIBILITY
The Bibliothèque Humaniste car park has 44 spaces, including 
one space for disabled badge holders. This car park is located 
200 metres from the museum.

All areas of the Bibliothèque Humaniste are accessible to visi-
tors with reduced mobility. The building has an elevator.

Animals are not admitted to the museum, with the exception 
of guide dogs. 

4. Boutique & services
BOUTIQUE
Discover our official shop at the main entrance, with the same 
opening hours as the museum.

The boutique is stocked with a wide selection of items inspired 
by the museum collections, with plenty of souvenirs and gift 
ideas : calligraphy items, toys, branded goods, reproductions 
of navigation tools and historic maps etc.

The shop also stock over a hundred books on a variety of 
topics : history of the book, humanism and the Renaissance, 
the Middle Ages, writing, book binding, calligraphy, illumi-
nations, printing, Sélestat and its region, architecture, child-
ren’s books etc. 

SERVICES
Take a break in the Erasmus Salon. The break room has vending 
machines stocked with various snacks and drinks.

Free cloak rooms are available in the entrance hall.

The Auditorium seats 128, ideal for conferences, lectures, 
screenings etc.
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COMMUNICATION

C O N TA C T

Anne-Sophie Hugel 
Comunication officer

anne-sophie.hugel@ville-selestat.fr 
03 88 58 85 16

P H O T O S

Photos credits  : City of Sélestat, unless otherwise indicated.

For all image requests, please contact the communications 
department at the City of Sélestat.

communication@ville-selestat.fr

BIBLIOTHÈQUE HUMANISTE
+33 (0)3 88 58 07 20 
contact@bibliotheque-humaniste.fr

1 place docteur Maurice Kubler 
67 600 Sélestat

www.bibliotheque-humaniste.fr

#selestat 
#bibliothequehumaniste



« Noble Sélestat, what hero first laid out your boundaries 
and founded you under such favourable auspices ?  
Where did you get a tutelar genius so fortunate  
and so generous ?  
What stars shone at your birth ? »

Erasmus of Rotterdam
Extract of In Praise of Sélestat 

Published in Basel, 1515
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